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I would like to thank those responsible for inviting the Utilities Section-
Division of Design, to be here this afternoon. I believe this to be the 
first time the Utilities Section has been asked to have a part of the program 
and I hope you will find some of my co=ents interesting and informative. 
Most people are unaware of the work the Utilities 
Section does or at least not aware of how it is done. 
When highway projects are publicized in the paper and 
at public hearings, you may read that the Department 
has started buying right of way or that construction con-
tracts will be let in the near future or have already been 
let, but you never read about the utilities beipg cleared. 
The relocation of utilities is usually thought of as a part 
of the right of way acquisition process and at one time 
we were a part of the Right of Way Division. It was then 
decided that our activities and functions were more close-
ly associated with design activities, so now we are part 
of the Division of Design and have been for several years. 
Our Section has 11 people in the Frankfort Office and an 
additional 26 people divided among the 12 District Offices. 
Functions of the Utilities Section. 
The Utilities Section is responsible for the adjust-
ment or relocation of all utilities and railroads in order 
to make way for the construction of highway improvements . 
There are hundreds of utility companies, cities, 
and governmental agencies operating utility systems in 
Kentucky. We deal with some of the larger ones almost 
every day, but there are some smaller companies that 
have never been affected by a highway relocation project. 
In additicn to utility companies, we have 21 railroads 
operating in the Co=onwealth with over 3600 miles of 
signal line track in use. The largest railroad in relation-
ship to miles of track is the Louisville and Nashville Rail-
road Company which has over 1800 miles. The 10 smallest 
railroad companies combined have only 45 miles of track. 
Who Pays for Relocating Utilities ? 
The Highway Department pays for the relocation of 
facilities existing on private right of way, but the owner 
of the utility is required to bear the expense of any work 
connected with relocating facilities existing on public 
right of way, 
Procedure. 
When the Federal Highway Administration approves 
final right of way plans and the Division of Design fur-
nishes the Utilities Section with these approved plans, the 
Utilities Section is then ready to start work on a project. 
The Utilities Section then in turn furnishes these approved 
. plans to the owner of the utility companies and railroads 
involved. If all of the companies facilities are on public 
right of way, we ask for a letter indicating that the fa-
cilities will be moved at no cost to the Department. Public 
right of way would include county roads, city streets and 
alleys as well as right of way of State maintained roads . 
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If the owner has facilities on private right of way, 
we ask that he furnish the Utilities Section with a reloca-
tion plan and a detailed estimate of costs including credits. 
What if the Utility Company Cannot Prepare Plans and an 
Estimate or Has No Engineering Staff? 
The Utility then must employ a consultant engineer , 
An engineering service contract must be approved by the 
Department and the Federal Highway Administration, if 
the project is in any way reimbursable with federal funds. 
When the Utilities Section receives the owners pro-
posal for relocation, it is checked and reviewed and the 
Utilities Section prepares an agreement providing reim-
bursement to the owner for the portion of net total costs 
resulting from relocation of the facilities on private right 
of way. After the agreement is executed by both the owner 
and the Department and approved by the Federal Highway 
Administration, if necessary, the owner is then authorized 
to do the relocation work. If the work is to be contracted, 
the utility company must take bids and submit the bids to 
the Department for review before awarding the contract. 
While the work is being done, Highway District Of-
fice personnel will check on the utility companys construc-
tion work from time to time, and in some cases provide 
full time inspection. When the construction work is com-
plete, the Department receives a final bill which is checked 
and audited before final payment is made. 
These are our basic procedures which are the same 
on all highway projects regardless of whether they are 
federal aid projects or state projects. On rural secondary 
projects and in other special cases·, the county or the city 
will sometimes have the responsiblity for acquiring right 
of way and arranging for the relocation of utilities. Our 
District Office normally furnishes the roadway plans and 
provides county and city officials with any assistance they 
might need in dealing with the utility companies. 
We sometimes have differences of opinion with utility 
owners. Mostly, we disagree over what percentage of 
the cost should be paid by the Department. In spite of 
these differences, the utility companies are generally very 
cooperative and we have never failed to arrange for the 
relocation of utilities in some manner. 
Statistics . 
This year (1970) the Utilities Section will write about 
400 agreements obligating close to nine million dollars of 
bond money, federal funds and toll road funds. In addition 
we estimate that the utility companies will spend approxi-
mately 5 to 6 million dollars of their own money relocating 
facilities that are on public right of way. These figures 
represent a record volume of work for the Utilities Sec-
tion and a great deal of this is due to the three new park-
ways (Daniel Boone Parkway, Bow ling Green-Owensboro 
Parkway and Bowling Green-Somerset Parkway) which 
will soon be under construction. 
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I know that some of you here today represent cities 
where we have relocated utilities in the past. I want you 
to know how much the Utilities Section appreciates your 
past help and that we in the Utilities Section look forward 
to working with many of you in the near future. 
